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NOTHING 


Dear  Comrades, 

Many  times  our  Party  has  tackled  the 
hardest  tasks  and  has  accomplished  the 
seemingly  impossible.  When  this  Party  of 
ours  makes  up  its  mind  to  do  a  job,  nothing  in 
the  world  can  stop  it.  Today  I  am  writing 
you  this  letter  asking  you  to  rally  your  branch 
membership  for  the  greatest  effort  they  have 
ever  carried  through. 

SMASH  THE  DEFEATISTS 

What  is  the  essence  of  the  political  situation 
before  us  ?  It  is  that  the  most  systematic 
effort  is  being  made  by  the  reactionary  anti- 
Teheran  forces  in  Britain  to  spread  military 
defeatism,  to  create  confusion,  doubt  anil 
hesitation  in  order  to  achieve  a  revision  of  the 
Teheran  time-table  and  a  postponement  of 
the  Second  Front.  The  Daily  Worker  has 
dealt  with  the  Churchill  Speech.  I  would 
only  draw  ybur  attention  to  the  debate  in 
which  outstanding  Tory  figures  came  out  in  a 
•way  they  have  not  done  for  months,  against 
the  unity  of  Britain,  Russia  and  the  U.S.A., 
casting  doubts  on  the  Second  Front,  with  rank 
defeatist  statements  and  a  concealed  plea  for 
a  patched-up  arrangement  with  Nazi  Germany. 

What  is  it  I  am  asking  you  to  do,  following 
<>ur  National  Executive,  at  this  critical  stage  of 
the  war,  when  the  German  air  offensive  on 
London  is  sharpening  up  and  the  entire 
British  people  are  being  called  upon  to  face 
new  tasks  : 

To  rouse  the  country  and  rout  all  defeatists 
and  reactionaries.  To  build  up  the  confidence 
of  the  people  in  their  own  strength,  whip  up 
the  morale  of  the  entire  people,  to  every 
sacrifice  and  endeavour  to  achieve  victory  this 
year  in  1944.  At  this  critical  moment,  we 
can  do  a  job  as  big  as  any  we  have  ever  done. 
Never  was  there  a  greater  need  for  propaganda 
and  explanation  than  now.  This  is  our  job 
and  I  confidently  look  to  you  to  rally  your 
members  to  get  it  done. 

What  do  we  want  you  to  do  ?  Five  things 

1.  — The  most  far-reaching  and  consistent 
rousing  propaganda  to  steel  the  morale  against 
the  defeatist  and  reactionaries,  for  the  Teheran 
time-table  on  the  Second  Front,  to  face  up  to 
and  bear  any  sacrifice  necessary  for  the  final 
offensive.  Discuss  with  your  members  how 
you  can  get  resolutions  with  these  demands 
through  every  T.U.  branch,  co-operative  and 
labour  organisation.  Arrange  meetings  at 
even'  factory  gate,  get  the  comrades  to  take 
the  platform  and  explain  the  situation.  Or¬ 
ganise  short  street  meetings  and  public 
meetings  everywhere.  Discuss  the  situation 
with  fellow  trade  unionists  and  Labour  friends. 

EXTEND  FACTORY  PROPAGANDA 

2.  — Nowhere  is  this  propaganda  more 
necessary  than  in  the  war  factories  where  re¬ 
dundancy  and  victimisation  are  causing  com¬ 
plications.  We  fight  all  victimisation,  struggle 
to  solve  all  wages  and  factory  grievances,  but 
at  the  same  time  show  that  at  this  moment,  on 
the  eve  of  the  great  offensive,  tens  of  thousands 
will  be  required  for  the  armed  forces  and  we 
Communists  must  fight  to  create  the  spirit  in 
the  factories  that  it  is  an  honour  to  bear  arms 
in  the  final  battles  against  fascism  and  the 


CAN  STOP  OUR  PARTY 


Says  HARRY  POLLITT 

j  factories  are  prepared '  to  give  all  the  forces 
necessary  for  the  job.  Therefore,  the  great 
importance  of  ensuring  a  great  drive  in  the 
next  14  days  so  that  every  engineering  and 
shipbuilding  factory  is  represented  at  the 
Shop  Stewards’  Conference,  Stoll  Theatre, 
London,  March  12.  This  Conference  will  do 
for  the  present  situation  in  the  factories  what  ' 
!  the  famous  shop  stewards’  conference  did  in 
October  1941. 

3. — The  one  thing  which  can  lengthen  the  j 
war  is  shortage  of  coal.  You  will  be  aware  of  i 
|  the  critical  situation  in  the  coalfields  around 
the  anomalies  of  the  Porter  Award.  You  can 


the  conference  with  all  Labour  friends  in  your 
locality,  to  work  for  the  most  widespread 
election  of  delegates  in  every  Labour,  Co¬ 
operative  and  Progressive  Organisation,  in  all 
factories  and  pits  and  to  get  Union  District 
Committees  urging  that  their  National  Execu¬ 
tive  Committees  be  represented. 

ELECTIONS 

— Our  E.C.  on  Sunday,  in  adopting  its 
General  Election  proposals  and  deciding  on 
candidates  for  52  constituencies,  has  given  a 
practical  lead  on  how  to  achieve  a  Labour  and 
Progressive  majority  by  unity  of  all  forces 


PUT  OUR  LITERATURE  ON  FIRM  BASIS 

Our  Literature  sales  are  improving  and  as  a  consequence  there  are  clear  signs  that 
our  political  campaigning  is  getting  into  its  stride.  But  it’s  not  yet  going  fast  enough  ! 

The  D.P.C.  has  thoroughly  discussed  this  question  and  is  convinced  there  can  be  a 
tremendous  improvement  if  we  form  our  own  Literature  Organisation  and  open  our  own 
Party  Wholesaling  Bookshop. 

We  have  therefore  decided  to  ask  our  Party  membership  and  branches  to  contribute 
towards  raising  £1,000  share  capital  for  this  purpose. 

In  the  important  letter  from  Comrade  Harry  Pollitt,  printed  herewith,  the  political 
requirements  and  possibilities  are  set  out.  We  are  entering  the  most  decisive  period  of  the 
war,  that  will  decide  the  outcome  of  the  great  struggle  for  Victory  and  Socialism  and  for 
I  which  our  Party  must  campaign  as  never  before.  To  a  great  extent  the  success  of  this 
drive  depends  upon  a  .sharp  increase  of  Literature  Sales  and  the  securing  of  the  £1,000 
capital  with  which  to  launch  our  bookshop. 

I  therefore  appeal  to  you  personally  and  to  every  Party  organisation  to  immediately 
send  cash  for  shares  or  donations  direct  to  me  within  the  next  two  weeks,  to  enable  us  to 
open  the  Bookshop  by  April. 

1.  — We  want  you  to  send  10/-,  £1,  £5,  £10  or  more  if  possible  for  our  Literature 

Share  Fund. 

2.  — Approach  your  friends  and  Party  sympathisers,  explain  our  aim  and  ask  them  to 

take  out  shares.  In  this  connection  you  should  spread  your  net  wide. 

3.  — Every  Factory  Group,  Party  Branch  and  Area  Committee  should  take  out  shares 

as  an  organisation. 

i  4. — Note  that  this  drive  has  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  and  must  not  be  allowed  to 

interfere  with  the  normal  financial  efforts  of  the  Party. 


NOTE  :  At  the  D.P.C.  meeting  on  Saturday,  the  20  members  present  donated  £33  on 
the  spot  for  our  Literature  Fund.  You  do  likewise  and  we’ll  have  the  money  easily 
within  the  next  two  weeks. 


help  by  getting  every  stewards’  committee 
and  working  class  organisation  demanding 
i  that  the  Government  take  full  control  of  the 
mines  for  the  duration  of  the  war. 

“  D.W.”  CONFERENCE,  APRIL  2 

4. — It  is  at  this  urgent  moment,  when  we 
j  see  signs  of  the  greatest  political  awakening  j 
that  the  Daily  Worker  Editorial  Board  has 
'  convened  its  great  unity  conference  for 
London — April  2.  This  conference  can  do  a 
,  tremendous  job  in  rallying  all  labour  and  pro- 
I  gressive  opinion  for  discussion  and  decision 
of  the  outstanding  problems  of  the  offensive, 
the  by-elections,  labour  and  progressive  unity 
I  and  the  post-war.  Already  the  announcement 
|  of  the  conference  has  been  greeted  with  the 
greatest  interest  and  we  have  word  that  some 
organisations  elected  delegates  the  day  after 
I  the  announcement.  We  want  you  to  discuss  ! 


against  reaction.  Popularise  these  proposals  in 
every  way.  Discuss  them  in  the  unions,  with 
D.L.P.  delegates,  with  Co-op.  Board  men  and 
with  Commonwealth  people.  See  everybody 
knows  about  them. 

Do  a  job  on  these  five  points  and  we  can 
rouse  the  country.  The  people  want  a 
lead,  we  have  it.  As  a  result  of  our  fight, 
we  can  rout  all  defeatists,  speed  the 
moment  when  our  forces  are  striking 
blows  as  hard  as  those  of  the  glorious 
Red  Army  whose  twenty -sixth  Anni¬ 
versary  has  been  hailed  by  the  world. 

We  have  the  forces  to  do  the  job.  We  have 
60,000  members.  Give  everyone  something 
to  do,  no  matter  how  small  and  Victory  will 
be  ours. 

With  best  wishes, 

Yours  fraternally, 

HARRY  POLLITT. 
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LITERATURE  SALES  HELP 
BUILD  MASS  POLICY 

WE  nearly  rang  the  bell  in  week  ending  February  19,  but  not  quite.  The  branches  took 
£138  out  of  the  District  target  of  £150.  Two  of  the  sub-districts,  Manchester  and 
the  South  West  over  achieved  their  targets. 

There  is  an  improvement  in  all  the  areas,  but  not  enough  considering  that  we  had  on  sale 
the  new  3d.  pamphlet,  “  Jobs,  Homes,  Security.” 


Eighteen  branches  out  of  a  total  of  59 
didn’t  take  any  literature  at  all  during  that 
week.  How  can  we  expect  to  build  a  mass 
party  when  one  third  of  the  branches  in  the 
District  don’t  take  any  literature  into  the 
area  ?  How  can  the  sub-districts  hope  to 
achieve  their  targets  while  these  branches  let 
them  down  ?  What  is  more  important  is  that 
they  are  letting  the  workers  in  their  own 
localities  down  by  not  taking  our  literature 
to  them. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  best  and  most 
active  branches  are  the  branches  that 
take  literature  every  week  and  sell  it, 
not  just  because  they  take  our  literature, 
but  because  in  the  selling  of  it  they  make 
new  contacts,  take  our  message  to  the 
workers,  give  them  the  answers  to  all  the 
questions  they  ask,  win  new  recruits, 
collect  finance,  build  up  the  unions, 
strengthen  the  Labour  Movement,  and 
help  to  build  up  a  mass  Communist  Party. 
The  branches  not  selling  literature  are 
most  probably  doing  little  else  beside. 

This  is  how  the  £138  was  made  up. 


Wholesale 

Amount 

Weekly 

Taken 

Target 

Sub-District 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

Manchester 

83  0  1 

80  0  0 

South 

19  10  0 

30  0  0 

South-East 

10  0  6 

15  0  0 

North  West 

12  18  2 

15  0  0 

North  East 

7  14  0 

8  0  0 

South  West 

4  1  11 

3  10  0 

Barrow 

1  13  10 

3  0  0 

138  18  6 

154  10  0 

Y.C.L . 

Other  Sales 

5  2  11 

6  13  3 

Sub-District 

150  14  8 

Branches 
who  bought 
lit.  out  of  Total  No. 

Manchester 

15 

17 

South 

7 

11 

South  East 

6 

10 

North  West 

4 

6 

North  East 

4 

7 

South  West 

3 

5 

Barrow 

2 

3 

41  59 

We  reached  the  £150  mark,  but  only  with 
the  help  of  the  Y.C.L.  and  other  sales.  If  those 
18  branches  had  taken  literature  we  would 
have  done  it  with  the  branches  alone. 


BELLE  VUE  TICKETS 

Tickets  for  Belle  Vue  are  now  in  the  hands 
of  all  Branches.  The  mass  sale  of  these  tickets 
will  be  decisive  for  the  success  of  the  rally. 

Every  comrade  in  the  Branch  should  be 
supplied  with  tickets  to  be  sold  wherever  he  or 
she  may  be.  Planned  door  to  door  sales  must 
be  carried  through.  Special  drive,  must  be 
made  to  the  factories. 

Branches  should  note  25  per  cent,  of  all 
money  for  tickets  paid  in  before  the 
meeting  will  go  to  the  Branch  funds. 

All  leaflets  issued  from  now  till  the  rally 
— for  whatever  purpose — should  carry  a 
reference  to  the  Belle  Vue  Rally. 


RECORD  TO  RECORD 

The  North  Manchester  branch  is  going 
from  record  figure  to  record  figure.  Last 
week  they  took  £17  10s.  Id.,  almost  as 
much  as  what  the  South  sub-district  with 
11  branches  that  include  such  towns  as 
Wigan,  Farnworth,  Warrington,  Bolton, 
Swinton,  etc. 

They  are  not  going  to  get  away  with  it 
for  long  however,  Wigan  are  getting  their 
backs  up  and  are  making  a  drive  now  on 
literature  and  propose  challenging  North 
Manchester  for  the  month  of  May. 

Can  the  old  ’uns  beat  the  young  ’uns  ? 
Mrs.  Low  of  Wigan  thinks  they  can.  She  is 
75  and  last  week  went  out  into  the  Wigan 
labour  clubs  and  sold  8/6  worth  of  Literature, 
this  week  she  proposes  to  sell  12/-  worth. 

Anne  Winnick,  Wythenshawe,  came  in 
early  in  the  week  and  took  three  dozen 
“  Home  Front.”  She  sold  these  along  with 
another  housewife  in  an  hour,  and  came  in  for 
another  four  dozen  to  be  sold  on  Friday 
dinner-time  in  the  shopping  centre  by  three 
housewives. 

They  have  organised  a  social  to  take  place 
on  International  Women’s  Day  and  are  taking 
the  opportunity  of  selling  the  tickets  to  all  the 
women  who  buy  “  Home  Front.”  What  are 
the  Moss  Side  and  Urmston  housewives 
doing  about  “  Home  Front.” 

Openshaw  had  a  good  sale  at  T.  A. 
Jackson’s  meeting,  £2  5s.  Od.  being  sold. 
The  literature  secretary  writes  that  he  got  a 
surprise  at  the  amount  of  basic  works  that  was 
sold.  The  same  thing  happened  at  the  T.U. 
Policy  meeting  which  proves  that  the  workers 
want  more  than  just  pamphlets.  There  are 
not  enough  of  our  classics  being  sold  and  the 
workers  are  waiting  for  them. 

All  Should  Study 
Political  Economy 

TWO  more  branches  to  start  courses  on 
Political  Economy  are  Chorley  and 
Bolton.  Our  aim  is  to  get  every  com¬ 
rade  studying  this  question,  so  that  we  can 
all  apply  it  to  the  big  problems  which  we  shall 

have  to  face  in  this  sphere.  _ 

For  four  weeks  following  on  his  return  from 
the  District  School  in  January,  Comrade  Tom 
Ross  took  a  class  for  his  factory  group 
(Stoners).  They  studied  Dialectics,  Historical 
Materialism,  Problems  of  Party  Organisation 
and  the  Class  Structure,  and  at  each  class, 
basic  literature  was  sold. 

In  this  way  Tommy  has  tried  to  pass  on 
to  others  what  he  learned  at  the  School. 
The  Branch  (Ashton)  is  now  planning  a 
course  of  lectures  for  each  of  its  four 
factory  groups. 

We  rely  on  all  comrades  who  have  had  the 
good  fortune  to  attend  a  District  School  to 
help  develop  political  education  throughout 
the  District. 

There  are  some  vacancies  for  the  school 
starting  on  April  16.  Branches  should  send  in 
their  nominations  immediately. 

At  Farringdon  Mill  (Leyland)  recruiting 
and  education  go  hand  in  hand.  Weekly 
discussions  are  held  on  topical  subjects  at 
which  new  members  are  introduced^  - 


HOW  TO  TACKLE 
HOUSING  PROBLEM 

Here  is  a  summary  of  the  Party’s  memor¬ 
andum  on  housing,  which  all  comrades  should 
have.  The  price  is  ninepence. 

As  a  legacy  from  the  past  there  exists  over¬ 
crowded,  unhealthy  slums  and  monotonous 
municipal  estates  where  rents  are  too  high. 
Since  the  war  few  houses  have  been  built, 
repairs  have  almost  ceased  and  bombing  has 
damaged  one  in  every  five  houses,  so  that  the 
housing  position  has  rapidly  worsened. 

Although  the  main  attack  on  the  problem 
must  be  post  war,  the  following  steps  can  be 
taken  now  : — 

(1)  Full  use  of  Council’s  powers  for 
requisitioning  furnished  and  unfurnished 
houses,  and  conversion  of  large  houses  into 
flats. 

(2)  The  speed  up  of  the  repair  of  40,000 
bomb  damaged  houses  and  the  carrying  out 
of  normal  repairs  to  maintain  existing 
accommodation . 

(3)  The  use  of  prefabricated  houses  as  a 
temporary  measure  and  the  completion  of 
unfinished  schemes. 

(4)  New  rapid  construction  in  the  worst 
areas,  e.g.,  Manchester,  London  and  Glasgow. 

(5)  Completion  of  3,000  rural  cottages. 

(6)  Stricter  enforcement  of  Rent  Acts  and 
their  extension  to  furnished  premises. 

(7)  Better  provision  for  billeted  transferred 
war  workers. 

Despite  the  call-up  of  men,  ample  materials 
including  timber  substitutes  and  adequate 
building  labour  can  be  made  available  for  this 
vital  aspect  of  the  war  effort. 

SPEED  IS  VITAL 

As  the  basis  of  its  post-war  housing  pro¬ 
posals,  the  Communist  Party  states  that  it  i$ 
the  obligation  of  the  State  to  organise  as  a 
social  service  the  provision  of  good  homes. 
Three  clear  inter-related  programmes  covering 
three,  five  and  ten  years  are  needed.  In  the 
first  homes  could  be  provided  for  two  and  a 
half  million  families  by  repairs  and  new 
construction.  Five  million  could  be  provided 
in  the  next  five  years  and  500,000  a  year  of  a 
better  type  in  the  third  period. 

The  dominant  consideration  is  speed  ; 
although  prefabrication  of  some  entire  struc¬ 
tures  will  be  possible,  the  main  solution  is  the 
maximum  use  of  mass  produced  parts  coupled 
with  speedy  assembly  of  the  houses  on  the 
sites.  Such  scientific  methods,  far  from  pro¬ 
ducing  monotonous  jerry-built  houses,  can 
mean  a  higher  standard  of  stability,  equipment 
and  health,  providing  the  design  and  con¬ 
struction  conform  to  a  standard  of  quality. 

To  enable  the  reconstruction  and  housing 
problem  to  be  dealt  with,  the  only  solution  is 
the  nationalisation  of  land.  Construction 
costs  must  be  controlled  and  rates  of  interest 
on  housing  loans  reduced.  Houses  can  be 
let  at  reasonable  rents.  All  rehousing  must 
be  part  of  town  planning  projects. 


COUNCILLORS 
AND  GRIGG 

The  following  petition  has  been  signed  by 
10  Wallasey  Councillors  : — 

“  We,  the  undersigned  Aldermen  and  Coun¬ 
cillors  of  Wallasey,  urge  the  War  Minister  to 
reconsider  his  decision  in  regard  to  the  ban 
on  the  Daily  Worker  War  Correspondent. 

We  feel  that  the  freedom  of  the  Press  is  an 
important  part  of  that  Freedom  for  which  we 
are  all  fighting,  and  necessary  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  Democracy.” 
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MORE  PROTESTS 


1  THE  PARTY  AND  THE  IRISH 


S  Further  organisations  protest  2 
2  against  Grigg’s  Ban  : 

2  S.S.  Committees  : — Craven  Bros.,  ■ 
j  Reddish,  Viaduct  Works,  Earles-  | 
8  town. 

2  Trades  Council. — Wallasey. 

■  Labour  Party.  Wirral  Divisional  | 

:  LP. 

2  A.E.U. —  Droylsden,  Birkenhead  2 

•  No.  8,  Manchester  No.  4,  Gorton  • 
8  7th,  Accrington  District  Committee.  ■ 

■  Transport. — Warrington  N.U.R.3,  [ 

8  Preston  N.U.R.  1,  Garston  7148  2 

2  Branch  T.  and  G.W.U. 

2  Birkenhead  No.  9  Boilermakers,  ] 

■  Swinton  workers  delegate  meeting,  [ 
8  Nelson  Co-op.  Political  Party,  2 
2  Accrington  G.M.W.U.,  Burnley  [ 

•  G.M.W.U.,  Hapton  Miners’  Lodge,  • 
8  Manchester  S.A.U.,  Manchester  2 
2  Brass  and  Metal  Mechanics,  Liver-  j 
5  pool  District  Committee  A.S.W.,  i 
j  Birkenhead  E.T.U. 

2  Total  No.— 105. 


BUILDING  THE 
TRADE  UNIONS 

Comrade  Christine  Hulme  has  done  a  really 
fine  job  of  work  in  her  factory,  Courtaulds 
section  of  Dick  Kerrs.  She  has  recruited  132 
women  into  the  A.E.U. 

She  was  the  only  Party  member  in 
Courtaulds  Factory,  and  has  built  up  this 
union  strength  by  a  very  bold  and  courageous 
attitude  on  campaigns.  In  the  past  she  has 
succeeded  in  getting  petitions  signed  on 
Mosley  and  the  Second  Front,  and  she  was 
not  permitted  to  do  this  without  first  getting 
the  consent  of  the  management. 

She  doesn’t  now  work  in  this  section  of  the 
factory  and  it  was  around  the  question  of  her 
transference  that  she  recruited  many  of  them 
to  the  union,  pointing  out  to  them  the  im¬ 
portance  of  Trade  Unionism. 

Literature  and  the  Labour  Movement. 

The  South  Area  Committee  has  circularised 
63  Miners’  Lodges  with  a  copy  of  “  Why 
Britain  needs  a  Strong  Labour  Movement.” 

Wavertree  Area  Group  have  been  par¬ 
ticipating  in  a  local  campaign  for  blood  donors. 
They  have  sent  in  to  the  District  Office  a 
copy  of  a  duplicated  leaflet  issued  by  them, 
putting  th£  need  for  blood  donors,  and  ex¬ 
plaining  that  in  the  week  following,  a  Party 
comrade  would  be  round  from  door  to  door, 
explaining  how  volunteers  could  fit  into  the 
blood  donors  scheme. 


QUESTION 

The  following  note  on  Ireland  hus  been 
written  by  our  grand  old  Comrade  T.  II. 
Jackson.  Tommy  has  just  completed  a 
successful  tour  in  our  area.  He  feels  there 
should  be  a  chain  of  Connolly  Associations 
throughout  Lancashire  and  Cheshire  where 
so  many  men  and  ivomen  of  Irish  extraction 
live  and  ivork.  If  you  are  interested  in 
building  a  Connolly  Association  in  your 
area  please  write  to  the  D.P.C. 

IN  our  zeal  for  the  liberation  and  self- 
determination  of  the  nations  of  Occupied 
Europe,  we  must  not  forget  our  duty 
towards  the  peoples  and  nations  still  held  in 
subjection  to  the  British  Empire  and  denied 
self-determination  thereby. 

The  case  of  India  is  obvious  and  understood 
by  the  Party  ;  the  case  of  Ireland  has  very 
largely  been  overlooked — yet  Ireland  is 
capable  of  becoming  more  immediately  dan¬ 
gerous  to  our  cause  than  any  part  of  the 
Empire. 

The  central  point  is  that  the  partioning 
of  Ireland  between  the  Six  County  area 
of  “  Northern  Ireland  ”  and  the  26 
County  area  of  Eire,  is  felt  by  every  Irish 
Nationalist  as  a  denial  of  Irish  national 
aspirations  and  a  first  rate  grievance. 

Since  the  26  county  area  is  denied  by  par¬ 
tition,  the  right  to  speak  with  one  voice  for  all 
Ireland,  the  Eire  government  fall  back  per¬ 
force  upon  the*  right  they  possess  as  a 
Dominion  of  the  British  Empire  and  declare 
themselves  neutral  in  this  war.  It  is  the  crime 
of  Partition  which  has  deprived  us  of  what 
would  have  been  a  supremely  valuable  ally  in 
an  Independent  Irish  Republic. 

PEOPLE  AREN’T  NEUTRAL 

Though  the  government  is  neutral  the 
people  are  not  and  many  scores  of  thousands 
of  Irish  Nationalists  have  crossed  to  England 
to  enlist  in  the  armed  forces  for  the  war.  The 
list  of  battle-honours  won  by  natives  of  Eire 
is  already  a  long  and  imposing  one. 

Similarly,  large  numbers  of  Irish  men  and 
Irish  women  have  been  driven  by  economic 
stress  to  find  work  in  Britain.  Prejudice  and 
misunderstanding  fomented  by  reactionary 
Tory  and  near- Fascist  agencies  can  create  and 
has  created  friction  between  the  Irish  exiles 
and  the  workers  of  Britain. 

It  would  be  fatal  if  we  allowed  this  soil 
to  become  chronic.  The  cure  is  first  a 


TAKE  OUR  POLICY 
OUT  OF  DOORS 


|  correct  political  line — we  must  declare 
|  ourselves  unequivocally  in  favour  of  and 
ending  of  Partition  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment. 

Then  we  must  encourage  all  efforts  to  give 
practical  aid  to  these  Irish  exiles  and  to  or¬ 
ganise  them  as  Nationalists  for  political 
struggle. 

This  work  is  being  done  arduously  and 
well  by  the  Connolly  Association  which  is 
meeting  great  success  in  rallying  Irish  exiles 
around  the  name  and  ideas  of  James  Connolly 

Nothing  could  better  help  the  work  of  the 
Party  than  the  growth  of  strong  branches  of 
the  Connolly  Association  in  every  region 
where  and  Irish  colony,  new  or  old,  exists 
We  must  help  the  Connolly  Association. 


MORE  NEW  MEMBERS 

The  group  at  Met-Vicks  had  a  discussion 
recently  on  the  urgent  need  to  recruit  new 
members  to  the  Party.  After  the  discussion, 
Stan.  Davy  went  out  to  put  the  decision  into 
practice  and  succeeded  in  a  short  time  in 
obtaining  10  new  members. 

Leyland  is  the  Branch  that  won  the  first 
Tom  Mann  recruiting  badge  in  the  District. 
Now  they  report  eight  recruits  last  week. 
Four  of  them  have  been  recruited  by  entirely 
new  comrades. 


CLAIMS  TOM  MANN 
BADGE— 33  RECRUITS 

Comrade  Ronald  Dow  of  East  Liverpool 
Branch,  is  claiming  the  Tom  Mann  badge 
He  has  now  33  new  members  to  his  credit. 
We  give  below  a  message  from  him,  sent  i* 
with  his  application  for  the  badge.  Comrade 
Dow  is  a  young  ex-serviceman,  invalided  out 
of  the  Army.  He  was  at  Dunkirk.  He  works 
at  a  big  tram  and  bus  repair  depot,  and  his 
factory  group  is  now  66  strong.  He  has  just 
been  elected  to  his  Branch  Committee.  We 
want  more  Comrade  Dow’s.  This  is  the 
second  claimant  for  the  badge.  Who  will  be 
the  third  ? 

“  My  method  is  easy,”  he  writes,  “  I  ask 
people  if  they  have  any  objections  to  joining 
the  Party,  Usually  I  am  given  tame  excuses 
which  are  easily  answered.  I  then  stress  the 
good  work  of  the  Red  Army  and  Soviet 
Russia,  to  whom  the  Democracies  owe  so 
much,  in  the  fight  against  the  Fascist  horror. 

“  Occasionally  I  am  asked  questions  which 
I  can’t  answer  so  I  introduce  the  questioner  to 
a  leader  of  the  group  who  can  give  the  answer, 
while  I  wait  with  a  Membership  form  at  the 
ready. 


RECRUITING 


RESULTS 

Last 

Week’s  Addi- 
Figures  tions 

Total 

Manchester 

233 

— 

233 

Merseyside 

259 

11 

270 

North  West 

171 

10 

181 

South  East 

133 

— 

133 

North  East 

62 

1 

63 

South 

62 

— 

62 

Barrow 

11 

— 

11 

High  Peak 

20 

— 

20 

951 

22 

973 

One  of  the  proposals  at  the  very  important 
Executive  Committee  meeting  of  our  Party 
on  February  20  was,  the  organisation  of  a 
mass  propaganda  drive  leading  up  to  May 
T)ay,  particularly  to  develop  big  numbers  of 
factory  gate  meetings. 

It  should  be  possible  now  to  plan  a  whole 
series  of  factory  gate  and  open  air  meetings  ' 
in  every  branch. 

In  connection  with  the  drive  for  Belle  Vue 
and  on  to  May  Day,  the  Branches  must  ! 
ensure  that  this  is  done.  Look  now  to  your 
platforms,  to  your  local  banners.  Get  out 
leaflets  advertising  your  best  local  pitch,  and 
yourreeular  weekly  factory  gate  meetings. 

The  policy  which  is  carrying  the  people 
nearer  to  victory  is  more  and  more  the  policy 
for  which  our  Party  has  consistently  fought. 
Let  us  bring  our  policy,  through  these 
meetings  to  ever  larger  numbers  of  people. 


“  My  work  is  made  simple  by  the  great 
deeds  of  the  Red  Army  and  the  splendid  team 
work  of  the  comrades  in  the  group. 

‘‘We  are  on  the  crest  of  the  wave  and  we 
want  less  apologies  and  a  bold  approach.  Try 
this  and  I  can  guarantee  amazing  results.” 


BREDBURY  GROUP 

Bredbury  area  group  held  its  first  public 
meeting  recently  ;  47  people  were 

present.  This  was  the  first  public  Party 
meeting  held  in  the  village.  So  great  was  the 
interest  in  the  Party’s  policy,  that  our  com¬ 
rades  were  asked  when  they  were  going  to  hold 
another  meeting,  and  there  and  then  it  was 
decided  to  hold  it  in  a  month’s  time. 

Two  recruits  were  made  and  a  possible 
third,  and  a  collection  of  £6  Is.  Od.  was  taken. 
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LANCASHIRE  AND  CHESHIRE  NEWS 


REPORTING 
YOUR  ANNUAL 
MEETING 

Annual  meetings  are  being  held  by  all 
branches  in  the  Areas,  and  reports  of  these 
should  be  sent  to  the  local  Press.  Here  is  a 
typical  Press  report  of  an  annual  branch 
meeting,  forwarded  by  Southport  Branch  to 
its  local  newspaper  : — 

The  Annual  General  Meeting  of  the  South- 
port  Branch  of  the  Communist  Party  was  held 
on  Sunday  last,  February  6.  Mr.  Stan. 
Coulthard,  the  area  secretary,  was  present. 

Mr.  Norman  Henry,  secretary  of  the 
Southport  Branch,  in  a  review  of  party 
activity  during  the  past  year  mentioned  these 
activities  : — The  Affiliation  Campaign  and  the 
need  for  Labour  unity  in  Southport  ;  The 
Mosley  Campaign  ;  the  Daily  Worker  Ex¬ 
hibition,  held  during  the  T.U.C.  week  ;  the 
“  Free  Assembly  ”  campaign,  protesting 
against  the  ban  on  the  use  of  Civic  Halls  for 
Sunday  political  meetings. 

Among  aims  for  1944  was  the  establishment 
of  a  British  Restaurant  in  the  centre  of  the 
town,  and  the  placing  of  the  Daily  Worker  in 
the  Library. 

Mr.  Stan.  Coulthard  opened  his  remarks  by 
referring  to  the  Teheran  Conference,  which 
he  said  embraced  the  three  main  aims  of  our 
party  and  national  policy  : — (1)  The  Second 
Front  ;  (2)  a  Unified  Strategy  ;  (3)  Better 
relations  with  the  Soviet  Union. 

“  First,  we  see  the  great  offensive  of  the 
Red  Army.  Secondly,  the  growing  air  bom¬ 
bardment,  and  although  we  know  that  air 
bombaj  dment  alone  cannot  win  the  war,  we  do 
know  the  effect  that  this  air  invasion  is  having 
on  the  morale  of  the  German  people.” 

Referring  to  the  ban  on  a  Daily  Worker 
Correspondent  with  the  Second  Front  Forces, 
Mr.  Coulthard  said  :  “  It  is  a  set-back  to  the 
Freedom  of  the  Press  of  this  country,  and  is 
supposedly  caused  by  the  fear  of  such  a 
correspondent  giving  away  vital  secrets,  which 
is,  of  course,  quite  unjustified.” 

Continuing,  he  said,  “  The  greatest  contra¬ 
diction  today  is  that  while,  a  year  or  two  ago, 
we  had  a  very  strong  national  unity,  and  a 
weak  international  unity,  now  the  inter¬ 
national  unity  has  been  strengthened,  but  our 
national  unity  is  disintegrating.  There  is  too 
much  complacency  in  this  country.  People 
are  believing  that  the  Red  Army  will  win  the 
war  for  us.” 

“  ‘  Leave  it  to  Russia,’  is  the  popular 
opinion.  Many  people  fail  to  realise  the  big 
battles  are  coming,  with  the  unavoidable 
sacrifices  and  suffering  of  those  on  the  Home 
Front,  as  well  as  the  sacrifices  of  our  fighting 
men,  which  will  be  great,  but  the  men  are 
willing  to  bear  anything  for  the  final  victory 
that  must,  and  will  follow,  the  opening  of  the 
Second  Front.” 

The  meeting  closed  after  discussion. 

A  very  successful  Social  was  held  later  in 
the  evening. 


EVERY  PARTY  MEMBER 

A 

“  DAILY  WORKER  ” 
READER 


WHAT’S  ON 

Saturday,  March  4  : 

Liverpool,  6  p.m.  N.  Jeffery. 

Barrow.  3  p.m.  P.  Devine. 

Sunday,  March  5  : 

Barrow.  P.  Devine. 

Blackpool.  Agriculture.  S.  Davies. 

North  Manchester.  A.G.M. 

Manchester.  3  p.m.  Houldsworth  Hall. 
I.W.D. 

Party  Miners’  Conference,  31  Millgate, 
Wigan.  11-30  a.m. — 4-30  p.m.  Please 
bring  lunch.  Fares  will  be  paid. 

Monday,  March  6  : 

Burnley  I.W.D.  F.  Devine. 

Other  International  Women’s  Day  Meet¬ 
ings  :  Liverpool,  Wigan,  Warrington, 

Bolton,  Southport,  Earlestown,  Urmston, 
Preston,  Blackpool,  Nelson,  Oldham, 
Blackburn,  Wythenshawe. 


MARCH  26th 

Great 

Demonstration 

Mobilise  for  the  Final  Offensive 
for  Victory  and  Socialism 

BELLE  VUE 

6  p.m. 

* 

J.  R.  CAMPBELL 
JIM  HAMMOND 
TOM  ROLANDSON 
NORA  JEFFREY 

* 

MERSEYSIDE  UNITY 
MIXED  VOICE  CHOIR 

will  sing  Songs  of  the  Allied  Nations 

* 

Tickets  1/6  and  2/6  inclusive 

(Allows  entrance  to  Belle  Vue  Gardens 
from  12  noon) 


MARX  HOUSE 
DISCUSSION  MEETING 

“The  Atlantic  Charter  and  the  Colonies ” 

Colonial  Speakers  -  Desmond  Buckle 
SUNDAY,  MARCH  5,  2-30  p.m. 
Cosmopolitan  Cafe 


HARRY  POLLITT 
Answers  YOUR  Questions  ! 

SPEAKERS’ 

CONFERENCE 

CO-OP.  HALL,  DOWNING  ST. 

12  to  5  p.m. 

SUNDAY,  MARCH  12 

Admission  by  Invitation  Only. 

Send  back  your  form. 

Fee  2/6.  Pooled  Fare. 

Bring  sandwiches  and  your  spoonful  of  tea. 

Altrincham 
Comrade  Wins 
Military  Medal 

Comrade  Neville  Ashley  of  Hale,  joined 
the  Altrincham  Branch  in  October,  1942.  He 
was  in  the  army  early  in  the  war  and  came 
through  Dunkirk.  Later  he  was  discharged  in 
order  to  work  in  the  linotype  factory  as  an 
engineer.  It  was  whilst  there  that  he  attended 
a  public  meeting  (Party)  and  enrolled  as  a 
member. 

He  went  through  a  new  menber’s  course 
and  was  very  enthusiastic  and  eager  to  learn. 
He  was  a  fine  comrade  and  obviously  a 
natural  leader.  He  did  good  work  in  Trade 
Union  organisation  in  his  factory,  a  very 
difficult  place  to  organise. 

Comrade  Ashley  used  to  post  up  Party 
slogans  and  literature  over  his  bench  until 
they  were  removed  and  works  police  intro¬ 
duced.  He  was  a  pioneer  in  organising  the 
factory  and  addressing  the  men,  and  showed 
great  initiative  and  courage  in  this.  Now 
we  have  the  news  of  his  winning  the  Military 
Medal  for  gallantry  in  Sicily. 


“  Terrier  ”  —  Dunkirk  survivor  —  Home 
Guard — and  now  para-trooper,  Corporal 
Neville  Ashley,  32-years-old  hero,  of  46  Oak 
Road,  Hale,  recently  wrote  his  wife  :  “  The 
company  commander  (a  major)  said  he  had 
sent  for  me  to  tell  me  I  had  been  awarded 
the  M.M.  Don’t  ask  me  what  for,  as  all  I 
know  is  that  I  was  recommended  for  it  after 
our  jump  on  Sicily.” 

“  For  some  time  this  was  the  only  intimation 
Mrs.  Ashley  had  that  her  husband  had  won 
distinction  on  the  battlefield  until  she  received 
a  further  letter  from  him,  a  few  days  ago, 
evasively  explaining  just  how  it  happened.” 

“  It  has  appeared  in  our  battalion  orders 
that  the  C.O.  congratulates  the  men  who  have 
received  medals,”  Corporal  Ashley  casually 
remarks.  “  Someone  may  ask  what  I  got 
mine  for.  Well,  the  recommendation  is  rather 
a  lengthy  affair,  but  all  it  amounts  to  is  that  I 
managed,  with  a  bit  of  luck,  to  knock  out  a 
German  machine-gun  position  that  had  been 
giving  us  a  lot  of  trouble.  Funny  thing  was 
that  the  machine-gun  section  was  composed 
of  German  paratroops.  They  won’t  ‘  para- 
troop  ’  any  more.” 

He  continues  :  “  There  were  one  or  two 
other  little  things  mentioned,  but  they  were 
not  very  important.” 

The  above  are  extracts  from  the  Altrincham 
Guardian. 
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